Annie Ruth

Inspirational Artist/Poet, Author & Community Advocate
Annie Ruth is an internationally acclaimed visual artist/poet, author and performing artist who positively impacts youth, women, the arts, and education. She empowers people to serve and has consistently presented programs and projects that have benefitted Greater Cincinnati since 1990. Annie Ruth is a catalyst in the community.  She uses innovative ways to build bridges and empower people through the arts and education.

Annie Ruth is the creator and curator of “Dada Rafiki”, a unique art exhibit and cultural celebration that honors positive women in the community through art. Dada Rafiki (pronounced “Dah-dah Rah-fee-kee”) denotes “sister friend” in the Kiswahili language of Eastern Africa. This effort has resulted in permanent art collections being donated to the Community Action Agency, Bond Hill Academy, and Frederick Douglass School.  Her community collaborations with the Cincinnati Museum Center can be experienced during African Culture Fest, special art exhibits and other cultural programming throughout the region. Recently she traveled to Kenya with a delegation from the Cincinnati Museum Center to work with students, to create a 140-piece masterpiece that is touring throughout Cincinnati and internationally through the Museums of Kenya. 

Annie Ruth has presented workshops and performed in several national forums, such as the Association for African American Museums, Speaking of Women’s Health®, Universal Sisters®, the National Council of Negro Women, African American Women on Tour®, and numerous other civic and community venues.
A respected national literacy advocate, she is also the author and illustrator of over fifteen volumes of poetry, children's books, inspirational narratives, among many other literary accomplishments.  She creates work that celebrates the human spirit and has exhibited nationally at venues including the National Afro American Museum & Cultural Center.  Her commissioned works are in the collections of clients, including Fifth Third Bank, Children’s for Children/Procter & Gamble, Central Clinic and various other corporate and private collectors. In 2002 Annie Ruth she released an inspirational CD entitled Soul of a Sister. Her song My Sista, My Friend rapidly became an anthem for women’s groups across the country. Since then she has released numerous other CD’s that are used in her arts and education performances in schools and community outreach.

Annie Ruth earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from National University in San Diego, California. A few of her awards include YWCA Career Woman of Achievement, Taft Museum of Art Duncanson Artist in Residence, Leading Women award for Arts & Entertainment, The Cincinnati Herald Nefertiti award, and Enquirer Woman of the Year.
Because of her commitment to exposing the community to positive art, in 2001 Annie Ruth founded Eye of the Artists Foundation, a 501(c) 3 organization.  Through the foundation she reaches countless children and educators across the country and collaborates with other artists to create arts education curriculum materials that depict positive African American contributions to society and culture.
